Asawve reported in our last ssue of Gifts and
Housewares, Jeremy Piercy and his team of fair
trade erusaders were making there way to india
towark alongside artisans there, to momtor the
pragress that had beer niade and see the differ-
ence thata fair trading company can nake to
these peoples tives. The tipwas'a tremerndous
sticeens and in the two wieeks that the team was
there, a lob was seerand a greal experence was
gained. Both rewarding for the team andthe
peaple of India, places visited included Pelhy,
Agra, saharanpurand Kolkatta, where stippliers
were working with hundreds:of indian produc:
ers 1o deliver fairtrade products on & waorldwide
scate, The Shared Earth team were taken toa
slumy orphanage, villages, dties.and funded
schools travelling night across Indiato discover
the real positive impact that Fair Trade is.making
on thewarkers and their family's lives:

Jeremy Piercy, founder of Shared Earth organ-
ised the trip, showed his enthusiase tor, all thal
had been achieved,  During our visit we
reviewved aselection of Far Trdde projects set
up: by Indian suppliers, which are designed 1o
give back 10 the community, We visited: a sium
sehool, orphanage, workshaps and schaalsiall
of which have been set up.or funded through
Fair Trade. I was a pleastire to viesw thi
progress and positive impact for workers, fan
fies and communities: With an inckease in sales
of 8% within'our shops, weane hopeful of a
pesitive take up for our Shared Earth franchise
package, whichiis the first of 1S kiod within the
UK. This project will undeubtedly give even
more work: o world-wide andicralt suppliers,
giving this industry e real boost.”

Here are just & few shortsnippets of amazing

stories recorded during the deams i toindia,,

THE FREE SCHOOLING PROJECT IN AGRA
Thie Shared Earthy team visited one of ASHAS
cammunity Fair Trade projécts dunnag the lndia
trip, which oiferad adtcation far 41 children on
the gutskirts of Agra. The small sehool educates
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childreny aged 3 = 12 yearsold from 9amito 12
mid-day & days perweek. The teacher works vol-
untanly and ASHA pays for the rent on the
schipothouse, resobirces ahd a daily lanch for all
atiendees “These children are so
keen to learn and very much

enjoy being at school,” expiains
Lavina Randive: from ASHAL THIS profect 1s just one
of many that Fair Trade organisations are able 1o
st up due b the inarease in faicdy traged Goads in
countries like the UK. Shared Earth s keen 10 pro-
mote such projects to impriove education an
tuture condihions of so many young peeople

OPENING THE SECRET

LOCK BOX TO FAIR TRADE

The Shared Farthi team: traveled 5 hours by
coach frapy Delhi to Saharanpur during thex
tr(p. 1o visit 4 range ol workshops from indian
Fair Trade Randicrafts supphier, ASHA The trip
would uncaverthe complete Fair Trade cycle
fram the start of a products e inats faw mate-
nal state, tots finshed torny. ' One af the first

stops at Saharanpur was ata - timber auction,
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swhere wood sellers offer a range of native
woods, including Shestiam, Mango, Guava and
tridian Elin. These woad sellers biy the woad
from specal government agencies that harvest
the imber from:managed plantations: The:
tearm alsowisited one of ASHAS producer work:
shops called Amina Enterpnses, wha make the
unigue secretlock boxes whicn Shared Earth sell
throughout the UK. The secret lock hoxes are
made by raster craftsmen; sixtyyearold
Quirban has worked sath woar) fon 45 yedrs: He
tells us that it takes & years 1o learm the skills
reguired 1o make each bow Al the patterns are
completed treehand usaing both hands and feet
in:the process! Fair Trade workshops and suppii-
ers:such as ASHA have dranatically improvesd
the lives of these crattsmen.and their farmiies.

SHARED EARTH SHOP

MANAGER VISITS DELHI ORPHANAGE

The Karm: Marg orphiandadge was estabtistred 12
years ago’ togive a homeand support to'the
street children of Nev Delhi Now ron by the
olderchildren.and their peers the arphanage
dives refuae to childiarn who would othepwise
be strugaling to sturvive: Bristol Shared Edrth
shop manager Malt Kent spoke to Shared.
Earth founder lerémy Riercy whe agreed 10
donate a large Handmade wall hanging as a
prize for-a raffle that Matthad decided to
organise’ Mattwas already traveling 10 India
with the Shared Earth praduct development
teanand was delighted when Jeremy asked
filim o detiver the fundsiraised and meet some
ol the children face ta face. The Kao Meirg
projectis funded By a combination of Shared
Earth'and thei suppliers within Fair Trade 10
help give disadvartaged childien a good start
i lifiel Thechildren's education includes lparns
Tylal }'.lwq1|i~_,h and children frdm 15 years of oldar
fearty skills i the Karm Matg onsite workshops

which give them skills to/use in futire cargers,




